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This year marks sixty years of the presence of the United Nations
Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP). On 4 March 1964,
the United Nations Security Council adopted Resolution 186,
recommending “the creation, with the consent of the Government of Cyprus,
of a United Nations Peace-keeping Force in Cyprus.” The first peacekeepers,
military and police officers, arrived in April 1964.

UNFICYP i1s tasked “in the interest of preserving international peace and
securtly, to use its best efforts to prevent a recurrence of fighting and, as necessary,
to contribule to the maintenance and restoration of law and order and a return to
normal conditions.” Following the Turkish invasion of Cyprusin 1974 and
the displacement of the population, the Force assumed a humanitarian
mandate in providing emergency assistance to the population and, in
conjunction with the parties concerned, “lo lake appropriate measures to
provide for their (refugees’) relief and welfare and to permit those people who wish
to do so to return to their homes in safety” [SC Res. 361 (1974)]. UNFICYP
also facilitates the efforts of the good offices mission of the Secretary
General in the “continued search for a peaceful settlement.”

In its sixty-year history, UNFICYP has played an invaluable role in
carrying out its mandate. The people and the Government of Cyprus
pay tribute to the United Nations, the forty-four UN member states
that have, since 1964, contributed with tens of thousands of troops to
the Force, as well as to the countries that have supported UNFICYP
through voluntary and assessed contributions. Special tribute is paid
to the 187 peacekeepers who lost their lives in the service of peace in
Cyprus.

UNFICYP has successfully prevented a recurrence of fighting. Its
presence is required until a lasting settlement is reached, ending
foreign occupation and reuniting the island and its people; UNFICYP’s
presence in Cyprus remains necessary until the establishment of peace.
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newspaper ‘Blue Beret’.

U Thant says in his message:
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5/11353.ADD.4
23July 1974

4. In Nicosia area, after a quiet night, fighting developed in the vicinity of

the airport at 0930 hours and continued throughout the morning until 1230 hours
when the Chief of Staff of UNFICYP arranged a cease-fire. The airport was declared
a United Nations controlled area,
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1 lsneess
9 December 1976

REPORT BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE UNITED NATIONS
OPERATION IN CYPRUS

or the period o Tune to o December I970)

19, The cease~fire lines of the two armies extend to lensth
of about 150 Kilometres across the island, from Kato Fyrsos of
The morth-west coast to Dherinia near the east coast south of
Famasusta. The buffer area between in the two lines, which 1s
patrolled exclusively by UNFICYP, is approximatel 1 to o kilo-
P tres in width and covers more than 3 per cent of the terri-
tory of the Republic of Cyprus. The URPICIP pesitien in that

s based en the requirements ef the maintenance of
tire called fer by the Security Ceuncil. &%

have been established many years ef United Natiens
practice. Thus it 1s an essential element of the cease-fire

Phat notther side can exercise authority or furisdiction beyond
1t forward military lines or make any military moves
boyond those lines. It follows that, in the area betwesr the

‘s sbabus ouo (including innocent cvillan activities
and the exercise of property rignts) is maintained, 1thout
preiudice to an eventual political settlement concerning the.

Atsposition of the area. UNFICYP dlscharges certaln responsi-
piiities in relation to the ceasefire, as well as humanitarian

® malizasion functions, with a view to safeguarding the

Jesitimate security reouirements of both sides, while giving
aue regard to the humanitarian considerations.
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$/19304
30 November 1987

REPORT BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE UNITED NATION
OPERATION IN CYPRUS

(for the period 1 June-30 November 1987)

“the buffer zone is not maintained by UNFICYP to divide the communities in Cyprus,
itis an element in the cease-fire arrangements accepted by both sides.”

UNFICYP
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'I6 contribute... to a return
te normal conditiens..."
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Resolution 361 (1974)
of 30 August 1974

take appropriate measures to provide for their relief
and welfare and to permit persons who wish to do so
to return to their homes in safety;
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The demining programme in the buffer
zone was concluded in 20II with the
assistance of UNFICYP and the UNDP and
funding from the European Union, the
sovernment of the Republic of Cyprus
and donor countries. As a result 27,600
1andmines have been removed from the
puffer zone and approximately 10 kmé of
land have been cleared and returned to
civilian use.
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The Republic of Cyprus expresses its appreciation to the Secretary General
of the United Nations and the troop contributing countries
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and to all countries that have supported through voluntary and assessed contributions
the peacekeeping force in Cyprus.
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In total, 187 peacckeepers have lost their lives serving with UNFICYP. We pay tribute to the military, police and civilians whose names appear here.
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UNFICYP has performed
important work amd continues
to play a crucial role




